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Maria Thereza Alves Wins Vera List Center Prize for Art
and Politics
Manhattan’s the New School has announced that Brazilian artist Maria
Thereza Alves was named the winner of the 2016–2018 Vera List
Center Prize for Art and Politics, which honors artists “who have taken
great risks to advance social justice in a profound and visionary way.”

Alves was recognized for her longterm project “Seeds of Change,” which
she launched in 2002. By following the movement of seeds that have
been distributed by cargo ships carrying people and goods around the
globe, Alves explores notions of colonialism, commerce, ecology, and
migration. She addresses various questions relating to identity and
belonging such as: At what moment do seeds become ‘native’?

In a joint statement, the jury said, “By reimagining the historical geography of the contemporary world, she
practices globalization from below to understand the planet as a holistic ecology.” Chaired by Carolyn
ChristovBakargiev, the jury consisted of Ruth Wilson Gilmore, Charif Kiwan, Carin Kuoni, and Radhika
Subramaniam.

The five finalists for the prize included the Londonbased interdisciplinary research agency Forensic
Architecture; the artists coalition Gulf Labor; House of Natural Fibers, a new media arts laboratory in
Yogyakarta, Indonesia; IsumaTV, a collaborative multimedia platform for indigenous filmmakers and media
organization in Canada; and MadeYouLook, an artist collective based in Johannesburg, South Africa.

Established in 2012 in celebration of the Vera List Center’s twentieth anniversary, the biennial prize awards
projects for their longterm impact, boldness, and artistic excellence. Previous winners of the prize include
Theaster Gates for “Dorchester Projects” (2012–2014) and Abounaddara, an anonymous collective of Syrian
filmmakers, (2014–2016).
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Heather Phillipson Named 2016 Film London Jarman
Award Winner
The Film London Jarman Award announced today at Whitechapel
Gallery that artist Heather Phillipson has been selected as its 2016
awardee. She will receive a $12,000 prize as well as a commission for
Channel 4’s “Random Acts”—a platform that showcases short films.

Adrian Wootton, chief executive of Film London and the British Film
Commission, said Phillipson’s body of work is “complex, anarchic, and
deftly views global events through a very personal lens.” He added, “She
collages images, sounds, and words with the sense of pacing and
rhythm as you might expect from someone who is also a poet and
musician.”

Born in 1978, the Londonbased artist was named a Next Generation Poet in 2014 and was the Writer in
Residence at the Whitechapel Gallery in 2015. Best known for her immersive landscapes that combine audio,
film, and installations, Phillipson is currently exhibiting works at the thirtysecond Sao Paolo Biennale and the
New Museum in New York.

The jury consisted of Iwona Blazwick OBE, director of Whitechapel Gallery; Andrea Lissoni, senior curator of
International Art (Film) at Tate Modern and Film London Board Member; Pegah Farahmand, editor of
“Random Acts” at Channel 4; artist Adam Chodzko; Emma Morris, executive director of Towner Art Gallery in
Eastbourne; and filmmaker Joanna Hogg. The shortlist featured five other artists: Sophia Al Maria, Cécile B.
Evans, Shona Illingworth, Mikhail Karikis, and Rachel Maclean.

In addition to the Jarman Award, editor Lucy Harris received the $6,000 Jules Wright Prize, which honors
female creative technicians who have made significant contributions to artists’ films. Harris has worked with
Rosalind Nashashibi, Bridget Smith, and Alia Syed.

Established in 2008, the Jarman Award, celebrates the diversity and creativity of artists working in film.
Previous winners include Seamus Harahan (2015), Ursula Mayer (2014), and John Smith (2013).
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