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K Burns, The Leak, 2023,

teplica of Chelsea Manning’s military jacker,
oncrete, garment bag, and metal hanger,
2x4x 18in.
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Born in 1975, Burns is an American interdisciplinary artist and educator whose work focus .
political issues and gender activism, utilising a range of mediums from video and sculpture to €s on Social and
Burns’ latest exhibition “Sunset at Scum Pond”, at the Michel Rein Gallery in Paris highlight Installation, A k_
that express the artist’s exploration of the body as a space, where strong socio~p0fir.ical isgsus Various artworks
In the Split Tongues series the artist utilizes black §ndustrial tarps to evoke the lapel of a fuxeeds are chall_enged‘
material via a tailoring process usually referred to in fashion as “ruching” The artwork becom 0, reworking the
duality where masculinity and femininity blend to create unique meaning and gesture, s, e T €5 an expression of
work that fully expresses the ideals and perspectives of the artist, while also perfectly reﬂec?'g"ff 1S a significang
opinions of the current cultural and po_ll?lc'al sPhere. ing the Contrasting
Another notable work in the exhibition is The Leak (2023), a sculptural monument dedj
Manning, the American activist and whistleblower who served as an Army Intelligence Oﬂ? 1cated to Chelgey
war and was convicted and imprisoned for her involvement with Wikileaks and Julian Assa, cer durip the Ira
of sensitive US government material. The garment alludes to the concept of “dispersion” ancrllgf an”d thﬁ disclosure
playing with the meaning_behmd the work and seeking to delve_m_ore deeply into the artgss, of. Informatjop
of “leaky bodies: a term coined by the artist which indicates the fluidity of gender and ist’s l:;e}:p"etatior;
™ non-cop._

forming gender identities, such as trans and non-binary bodies that go beyond traditio:':;clh:j,‘duals‘
irror Collage is a series of collages tha are transformed into tangible surfaces, Bachimi eNominatjop
elements from everyday life that manage to traqsform the surrounding space. Works in thrmr Presents differen,
Adaptive walker (medical booy), Night Shz]_‘isenes narratively explore daily life through figures craf edo'l ands ang Bt
mesh; industrial materials used to remforcg concrete. T hes'e sculptures represent an empty erl fom Steel rebar am{
to tell the autobiographies of individuals living in impossible and. challenging con o nd depleteq body A
paid laborers and women coming from precarious backgrounds, experiencin, » Particulary
Text Martina Conte, AK. Burns, “Sunset at Scum Pond” Michel Rein Gallery, Paris, From December
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