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Rome Prize Announces 2017–18 Winners
The American Academy in Rome has announced the recipients of its
annual Rome prize, which supports innovative and crossdisciplinary
work in the arts and humanities through fellowships at its elevenacre
campus in Rome. Sanford Biggers, Abigail Deville, Rochelle Feinstein,
Allen Frame, and Beverly Mciver are the awardees for the visual arts
category. They will be provided with room and board, a stipend that
ranges from $16,000 and $28,000, depending on the length of the
fellowship, and studio space.

Chaired by Holly Block, executive director of the Bronx Museum of the
Arts in New York, the jury for the visual arts comprised artists Polly
Apfelbaum, Josephine Meckseper, and Lorna Simpson.

Brandon Clifford and Keith Krumwiede won fellowships in the architecture category, while Jennifer Birkeland,
Jonathan A. Scelsa, and Tricia Treacy received fellowships for design.

APRIL 26, 2017

Issa Samb (1945–2017)
Senegalese artist Issa Samb has died, according to Damola Durosomo
in OkayAfrica. Also known as Joe Ouakam, Samb was a cofounder of
Dakarbased collective Laboratoire Agit’Art. He was a playwright and
poet in addition to being an artist who worked in media ranging from
painting to sculpture to performance art. His work was featured in a
retrospective at the National Art Gallery, Dakar, in 2010, and was
included in documenta 13, in 2012.

Discussing art in Dakar for the September 2016 issue of Artforum,
curator Koyo Kouoh said, “Samb and Laboratoire Agit’Art never felt like
they had to define themselves or justify themselves to anyone, or show themselves to the socalled order, the
order always being Western, European, French, and so on. This is why Samb is such a seminal artist in our
field today and why his work is extremely empowering.”

APRIL 26, 2017

Mika Tajima and Patricia Treib Named Artadia 2017 New
York Award Winners
The winners of the Artadia 2017 New York awards are Mika Tajima and
Patricia Treib. They will each receive an unrestricted cash prize of
$10,000. This is Artadia’s second year awarding funds to New York
artists. Artadia received 683 applications, which were open to all visual
artists living in New York City for over two years, working in any media,
and at any stage of their career.

The finalists, which consisted of Dawn Kasper, Michael Portnoy, and
Jessica Vaughn, in addition to Tajima and Treib, were selected by jurors
Kimberly Drew, social media manager at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York; artist Jonah Freeman;
and Matthew Lyons, curator at The Kitchen in New York. Then a second round of judging, which consisted of
studio visits, commenced. Laura Raicovich, president and executive director of the Queens Museum in New
York, joined Lyons for this round of evaluations.

“Raicovich and I really responded to Patricia’s explanation of how her paintings progress in this very time
based manner and how they explore perception and memory in a very poetic and evocative way,” Lyons told
Lauren Cavalli of artforum.com. Commenting on Tajima’s work, he said that her engagement with the digital
world and our information society as well as her ability to fold that into her sculptural and wallbased works
made an impression.

► MORE
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