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Installation view of Abigail DeVille’s “Charles Wilson Peale” (2016) at the former Peale Museum
(all photos courtesy the Contemporary, Baltimore) (click to enlarge)

BALTIMORE — Most contemporary art museums operate in service of the art they exhibit, the
setting playing a secondary role to artists’ intentions. Baltimore’s Contemporary, however,
mounts exhibitions and programs that question the role of the museum, what issues qualify as
“contemporary,” and how to challenge the expectations of both its artists and its audience. Since
the Contemporary reopened in 2014 as a nomadic museum, it has partnered with existing
institutions to expand its presence and continue to examine the theme of access. The
Contemporary’s current exhibition, Only When It’s Dark Enough Can You See The Stars by
New York-based artist Abigail DeVille, is the museum’s most radical and extensive
collaboration, delving into the layered history of a lesser-known, local landmark.










