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Né en 1970 à Sofia (Bulgarie). Vit et travaille entre Paris 
(France) et Sofia (Bulgarie).

L’œuvre de Stefan Nikolaev tourne très clairement autour 
des multiples transformations et métissages entre ce que 
nous savons des objets du quotidien et la façon dont l’artiste 
nous incite à les reconsidérer lorsque nous réfléchissons à 
la forme et la vision nouvelles dont il les investit. La surface 
apparente de ses œuvres recèle un récit en développement, 
mettant en jeu les relations complexes qu’entretient l’artiste 
avec la vie et la mort, le temps et l’espace, la consommation 
et les produits de nécessité vitale. Cette histoire déroule 
son cours fluide au long de plus de quinze ans de présence 
active sur la scène artistique internationale.

L’intrigue est loin d’être épuisée et elle a acquis, ces 
dernières années, le genre de profondeur et de forte 
présence qui transforme les idées attrayantes et ludiques 
d’un jeune artiste en une expression puissante. Il prête une 
très grande attention à l’exécution formelle de ses œuvres, 
jusqu’à être obsédé par la qualité de leur présence physique. 
Peut-être est-ce là sa manière de rendre ses œuvres belles 
et communicatives ; ou bien de les rendre durables et 
pérennes tout en surmontant les peurs tapies tout au fond 
de la pensée les sous-tendant.

Le traitement typique de la forme et des idées par Stefan 
Nikolaev pourrait être décrit comme caractéristique du 
design, mais d’un design détourné: il y a trop à lire dans 
ses œuvres, trop à associer et à méditer en leur présence 
pour qu’on puisse les appréhender dans un mode purement 
fonctionnel. C’est probablement ce à quoi David Hockney 
faisait référence dans sa célèbre déclaration : « L’art doit 
vous transporter, ce que le design ne fait pas, sauf bien sûr 
si c’est le design d’un bus. »

Le travail de Stefan Nikolaev a notamment été exposé à 
la 52ème Biennale de Venise Pavillon Bulgare (Venise), 7ème 
Biennale de Lyon (Lyon), National Gallery / The Palace with 
Ricard Foundation (Sofia), 4ème Gwangju Biennale (Gwandju), 
Ricard Foundation (Paris), ARC Project (Sofia), Parker’s 
International Art Market (Brooklyn), CCA (Glasgow), Palais 
de Tokyo (Paris), Sofia Arsenal - museum for Contemporary 
Art (Bulgarie), Zwemmer Art (Londres), Antrepo 4 (Istanbul), 
Museum of Contemporary Art (Thessalonie), Fondation 
Cartier pour l’art Contemporain (Paris), The State Central 
Museum of Contemporary History of Russia (Moscou), 
Château d’Asnières (France), BF15 (Lyon), CCC OD - Center 
of Contemporary Creation Olivier Debré (Tours). Il a été 
fondateur et co-directeur de l’espace parisien Glassbox créé 
en 1997. Il a reçu le prix UNESCO pour l’Art à la 4ème Biennale 
de Cetinje. 

Born in 1970 in Sofia (Bulgaria). Lives and works between 
Paris (France) and Sofia (Bulgaria).

Stefan Nikolaev’s work revolves very clearly around the 
multiple transformations and blends between what we 
know about everyday objects and the way the artist 
encourages us to reconsider them when we think about 
the new form and vision he invests them with. The apparent 
surface of his works conceals a developing narrative, 
bringing into play the artist’s complex relationships 
with life and death, time and space, consumption and 
products of vital necessity. This story unfolds its fluid 
course over more than fifteen years of active presence 
on the international art scene.

The plot is far from exhausted, and in recent years it 
has acquired the kind of depth and strong presence that 
transforms the attractive and playful ideas of a young 
artist into powerful expression. He pays great attention 
to the formal execution of his works, to the point of 
becoming obsessed with the quality of their physical 
presence. Perhaps this is his way of making his works 
beautiful and communicative; or perhaps it is his way of 
making them durable and enduring while overcoming the 
fears lurking deep within the thinking behind them.

Stefan Nikolaev’s typical treatment of form and ideas 
could be described as characteristic of design, but of a 
design in the wrong direction: there is too much to read 
in his works, too much to associate and meditate upon 
in their presence to be understood in a purely functional 
mode. This is probably what David Hockney referred to in 
his famous statement: «Art should transport you, which 
design does not do, unless of course it is the design of 
a bus. »

Stefan Nikolaev’s works have been exhibited in 52th 
Biennale di Venezia Bulgarian Pavilion (Venise), 7th 
Biennale de Lyon (Lyon), National Gallery / The Palace 
with Ricard Foundation (Sofia), 4th Gwangju Biennale 
(Gwandju), Ricard Foundation (Paris), ARC Project 
(Sofia), Parker’s International Art Market (Brooklyn), 
CCA (Glasgow), Palais de Tokyo (Paris), Sofia Arsenal 
- museum for Contemporary Art (Bulgaria), Zwemmer 
Art (London), Antrepo 4 (Istanbul), Museum of 
Contemporary Art (Thessaloniki), Fondation Cartier pour 
l’art Contemporain (Paris), The State Central Museum 
of Contemporary History of Russia (Moscow), Château 
d’Asnières (France), BF15 (Lyon), CCC OD - Center of 
Contemporary Creation Olivier Debré (Tours). He was 
the founder and co-head of the Parisian space Glassbox 
created in 1997. He received the UNESCO Prize for the Art 
at the 4th Cetinje Biennial.
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National Gallery / The Palace, 25 years and 5 themes later. Ica-Sofia retrospective, Sofia, Bulgaria, 2020
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SARIEV Contemporary, Be Yourself No Matter What They Say, Plovdiv, Bulgaria, 2019



STEFAN NIKOLAEV
BIOGRAPHY  EXHIBITIONS / ARTWORKS  PUBLICATION  PRESS

MICHEL REIN PARIS/BRUSSELS

Be yourself no matter what they say, 2019
wrought iron
fer forgé
112 x 80 x 1 cm (44.09 x 31.5 x 0.39 in)
ed. of 3 + 2 AP
NIKO19121
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Dove, 2019
copper, bronze, neon
cuivre, bronze, néon
65 x 71 x 16 cm (25.59 x 27.95 x 6.3 in)
unique artwork
private collection
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God save the hobby horse, 2019
copper, bronze, neon
cuivre, bronze, néon
125 x 105 x 30 cm (49.21 x 41.34 x 11.81 in)
unique artwork
NIKO19123
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FIAC Projects, Streetlight, avenue Winston Churchill, Paris, France, 2018
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FIAC Projects, Streetlight, avenue Winston Churchill, Paris, France, 2018
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Michel Rein, Rien ne va plus, Paris, France, 2018
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Testament, 2018
aluminium cast, gold leaf
fonte d’aluminium, feuille d’or
190 x 170 x 20 cm (74.8 x 66.9 x 7.9 in)
unique artwork
NIKO18112
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Plus rien, 2018
copper sheet, neon
tôle de cuivre, néon
60 x 162 x 25 cm (23.6 x 63.8 x 9.8 in)
unique artwork
private collection
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Michel Rein, Rien ne va plus, Paris, France, 2018
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Ricchi e Poveri - Irony Masks, 2018
fonte de fer, feuille d’or
iron cast, gold leaf
50 x 40 x 15 cm (19.7 x 15.7 x 5.9 in)
unique artwork
NIKO19120 
private collections: Bulgaria, France
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 Parcours Saint-Germain, Paris, France, 2018
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 Parcours Saint-Germain, Paris, France, 2018
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What goes up must come down, 2007
bronze, black granite, liquid fuel flame
bronze, granit noir, flamme à carburant liquide  
variable dimensions
ed. 3 + 1 AP
NIKO08015
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(my) Dreamwork #2, 2017
enamelled ceramic
ceramique émaillée
34 x 36 x 6 cm (13.4 x 14.2 x 2.3 in.)
ed. 3 + 2 AP 
NIKO17109

private collection, Paris, France
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Candelabra #5024, 2010-2018
painted aluminum RAL5024, light bulbs
aluminium peint RAL5024, ampoules
85 cm (diam), 153 cm (hight)
unique artwork
NIKO18118



STEFAN NIKOLAEV
BIOGRAPHY  EXHIBITIONS / ARTWORKS  PUBLICATION  PRESS

MICHEL REIN PARIS/BRUSSELS

Glory Glow, le faux berger, 2015
oil lamp, glazed ceramic, gold
lampe à huile, céramique vitrée, or
26 x 14 x 14 cm (10,2 x 5,5 x 5,5 in.)
ed. 12 ex. + 6 AP
NIKO15099

private collections, France
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Sculpture Project, Tour & Taxis, Art Brussels, Belgium, 2018
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19th century Catholic Church St. Joseph, I walk a labyrinth which is a straight line, Plodiv, Bulgaria, 2017



STEFAN NIKOLAEV
BIOGRAPHY  EXHIBITIONS / ARTWORKS  PUBLICATION  PRESS

MICHEL REIN PARIS/BRUSSELS

Candelaber, 2017
brass
cuivre
75 x 120 cm (29.5 x 47.2 in.)
ed. 3 ex + 2 AP
NIKO17108
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Walk a Labyrinth Which is a Straight Line, 2017
neon, brass 
néon, cuivre
273 x 23 cm (107.4 x 9 in.)
unique artwork
private collection, Belgium
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SARIEV Contemporary, I Walk a Labyrinth Which is a Straight Line, 
Plovdiv, Bulgaria, 2017
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Dreamwork, 2017
enamelled ceramics
céramique émaillée 
55 x 48 x 6 cm (21.6 x 18.8 x 2.3 in.)
ed. 3 ex + 2 AP
NIKO17107

private collections
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I Walk a Labyrinth Which is a Straight Line, 2017
neon
250 x 7,5 cm (98.4 x 29.5 in.)
ed. 3 ex + 2 AP
NIKO17106

private collection, France
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After Me, 2017
oil on canvas, brass 
huile sur toile, cuivre
95 x 75 cm (37.4 x 29.5 in.)
unique artwork
NIKO17104
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Come to where the flavour is, 2004
marble engraved, golden leaf, breeding ground
marbre gravé, feuille d’or, terreau
120 x 75 x 30 cm (47.2 x 29.5 x 11.8 in.)
unique artwork
NIKO08007
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National Gallery, Potemkin Palace, Prix Fondation d’entreprise Ricard, Sofia, Bulgaria, 2017
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Michel Rein, Bronze, sweat and tears, Brussels, Belgique, 2016
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Things, Are Not As You Wish, Wish Them As They Are #1, 2013
bronze, black patina
bronze, patine noire 
114,5 x 126,5 x 25,5 cm (450.7 x 498 x 100 in.)
unique artwork
NIKO13078
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One for the money, two for the show, 2015
neon, acrylic paint
néon, peinture acrylique
32 x 160 cm  (12.6 x 63 in.)
ed. 3 + 2 AP
private collections
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Business, Model, Sculpture, 2015
patinated bronze
bronze patiné 
105 x 55 x 47 cm  (41.3 x 21.6 x 18.5 in.) ; 97kg
ed. 5 + 2 AP
NIKO15088
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Model, 2015
neons 
310 x 160 cm (122 x 62.9 in.)
ed. 3 + 2 AP 
NIKO15087
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SARIEV Contemporary, Business, Model, Sculpture, Plovdiv, Bulgaria, 2015
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Autofiction, 2015
bronze, black patina
bronze, patine noire 
30 x 20 x 24 cm (11.8 x 7.8 x 9.4 in.)
ed. 8 + 4 AP 
NIKO15091

private collections
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Hello, Darkness II,, 2015
bronze, black patina 
bronze, patine noire 
46 x 38 x 20 cm (18.1 x 14.9 x 7.8 in.)
ed. 3 + 2 AP 
NIKO15090
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Autofiction (process), 2015
archival inkjet print on baryta paper, mounted on dibond, wooden frame, glass
impression jet d’encre sur papier baryta, contrecollé sur dibond, cadre bois, verre  
47 x 35 cm (18.35 x 17.7 in.)
ed. 8 + 4 AP
NIKO15093

private collection
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Autofiction (process), 2015
archival inkjet print on baryta paper, mounted on dibond, wooden frame, glass
impression jet d’encre sur papier baryta, contrecollé sur dibond, cadre bois, verre  
47 x 35 cm (18.35 x 17.7 in.)
ed. 8 + 4 AP
NIKO15094
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Art International, Istanbul, Turkey, 2015



STEFAN NIKOLAEV
BIOGRAPHY  EXHIBITIONS / ARTWORKS  PUBLICATION  PRESS

MICHEL REIN PARIS/BRUSSELS

I Hate America and America Hates Me, 2013
bronze, black patina 
bronze, patine noire 
92 x 59 cm  (36.2 x 23.2 in.) ; 39 kg
ed. 5 + 3 AP
NIKO13076

private collections
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Self portrait as a bad Beuys, 2014
bronze 
21 x 21 x 18 cm (8.2 x 8.2 x 7 in.)
NIKO14085
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Michel Rein, If Things Are Not As You Wish, Wish Them As They Are, Paris, France, 2013
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Bronze Line, 2013
bronze, black patina 
bronze, patine noire  
15,5 x 0,7 cm (61 x 2.7 in.)
ed. 12 + 1 AP
NIKO13084

Maison du Livre de l’Image et du Son collection, Villeurbane, France ; private collection
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Wish, 2013
neons
5 x 208 cm (1.9 x 81.8 in.)
ed. 3 + 2 AP
private collections
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Untitled (Hammer), 2012
bronze, black patina 
bronze, patine noire 
84 x 23 x 7 cm (33 x 9 x 2.7 in.)
ed. 8 + 4 AP
NIKO12075

private collection



STEFAN NIKOLAEV
BIOGRAPHY  EXHIBITIONS / ARTWORKS  PUBLICATION  PRESS

MICHEL REIN PARIS/BRUSSELS

Sofia Arsenal Museum, Why Duchamp ?, Bulgaria, 2012 
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N Minutes Video Art Festival, Shanghai, China, 2011
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Minouk le poisson peintre, 2000-2004
loop video, color, sound
vidéo en boucle, couleur, son  
17’ 36’’
ed. 3 + 1 AP
NIKO08013

private collections, France
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Candelabre, 2010
painted aluminium, light bulbs
aluminium peint, ampoules
diam. 70 cm ; ht. 120 cm  (diam. 27,5 ; ht. 47,2 in.)
ed. 8 + 4 AP
NIKO10064

private collections
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Cry me a river, 2009
24 carat gold-plated copper
cuivre plaqué or 24 carat
48 x 55 x 18 cm (18.8 x 21.6 x 7 in.)
ed. 3 ex. + 4 AP
NIKO09024

private collections
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Les églises - centre d’art contemporain, Holy Spirit - Rain Down, 
Chelles, France, 2010
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Les églises - centre d’art contemporain,  Holy Spirit - Rain Down, Chelles, France, 2010
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Michel Rein, NEW WORKS OLD DREAMS, Paris, France, 2009
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What does not kill you makes you stronger, Fruit of the loom (n°29), 2011
glazed ceramic, gold
céramique émaillée, or
12 x 13 x 20 cm  (4.7 x 5.1x 7.8 in.)
unique artwork
NIKO11066
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What does not kill you makes you stronger, Fruit of the loom (n°27), 2011
glazed ceramic, gold
céramique émaillée, or
12 x 13 x 20 cm  (4.7 x 5.1x 7.8 in.)
unique artwork
NIKO11064
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What does not kill you makes you stronger, Fruit of the loom, sculpture, 2009 
cast aluminum, glazed ceramic, gold, fruits
aluminium coulé, céramique émaillée, or, fruits
crane: 12 x 13 x 20 (4.7 x 5.1 x 7.8 in.) ; installation: 145 x 60 x 50 cm (57 x 23.6 x 19.6 in.)
unique artwork
NIKO09025
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Nikola, 2009
cast aluminum, granite
fonte d’aluminium, granit
65 x 52 x 70 cm  (25.5 x 20.4 x 27.5 in.)
unique artwork
private collection, Hungary
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Donka, 2009
cast aluminum, granite
fonte d’aluminium, granite
30 x 55 x 75 cm  (11.8 x 21.6 x 29.5 in.) 
unique artwork
private collection, Hungary
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More, 2005
painted blown glass, electrical installation   
verre soufflé peint, installation électrique  
each: 120 x 7cm diam (47.2 x 2.7 in.)
ed. of 10
NIKO08019
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52e Biennale di Venezia, Bulgarian Pavilion, Venezia, Italy, 2007
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What goes up must come down, 2007
neons 
6 x 125 cm (2.3 x 49.2 in.)
ed. of 3 + 2 AP
NIKO09044

private collections
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Michel Rein, Sickkiss, Paris, France, 2006
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Table-ashtray, 2005
laminated wood
bois laminé 
variable dimensions
private collection, France
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Lucky you, 2005
neons 
diam. 100 cm
unique artwork
NIKO08017
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Prestige, 2005
painted blown glass, electrical installation  
verre soufflé peint, installation électrique 
diam. 95 x 6 cm (37.4 x 2.36 in.)
ed. of 10 
NIKO08016
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CCCOD - Centre de Création Contemporaine Olivier Debré, My Room, Tours, France, 2004
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Return to glory, 2005
engraved granite, gold leaf   
granit gravé, feuille d’or  
120 x 77 x 30,5 (47.2 x 30.3 x 120 in.)
unique artwork
NIKO08009
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Powerful Tips, 2006
peinture sur aluminium 
painting on aluminium  
Actiforces collection, France
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CCA - Centre for Contemporary Arts, Come to where the Flavour is, Glasgow, Scotland, 2005
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Malboro boxes - Silkscreen ink on painted wood, 2004
serigraphy on wood box
sérigraphie sur bois  
each: 30 x 45 x 25 cm (11.8 x 17.7 x 9.8 in.)
ed. of 10 + 2 AP
NIKO08008
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Extra Light, 2003
neons, painting wood
néons, bois peint   
147 x 183  x 16 cm (11.8 x 17.7 x 9.8 in.)
ed. of 1
private collection, Switzerland
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Espace Paul Ricard, Frontalunterricht, Paris, France, 2003
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4th Cetinje Biennial, Cetinie, Montenegro, 2002
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One for the money two for the show, 2013
les presses du réel
Fr./ Eng.
ISBN : 978-2-84066-519-9
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Stefan Nikolaev
Vogue Paris

October 17th, 2019
By Manon Garrigues

STEFAN NIKOLAEV
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Stefan Nikolaev
Public Art
May 2019

By Song Jeong

Stefan Nikolaev
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Stefan Nikolaev
Beaux Arts Magazine

November 2018
by Judicaël Lavrador

STEFAN NIKOLAEV
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Stefan Nikolaev
Figaro Scope

October 10h, 2018
by Béatrice de Rochebouët, Valérie Duponchelle

STEFAN NIKOLAEV
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Stefan Nikolaev
La République de l’Art
September 14th, 2018
by Patrick Scemama

STEFAN NIKOLAEV
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Stefan Nikolaev
Le Figaro Premium
October 10th, 2018

STEFAN NIKOLAEV
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Stefan Nikolaev
The Art Newspaper Daily

June 5th, 2018

STEFAN NIKOLAEV
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Stefan Nikolaev
 Vogue Hommes

October 24, 2014 - Online 
By Olivier Lalanne and Hugo Compain
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Stefan Nikolaev
 Le Quotidien de l’Art

October 23, 2014 - Online 
By Roxana Azimi

 (...)
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Stefan Nikolaev
Artpress n°372
November 2010
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Journal des églises. 
Centre d’art contemporain de la ville de Chelles 

 2010, N° 9
Pages 29 - 31
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Stefan Nikolaev
Novinar

September 11,2007, Page 16
By Yana Doneva-Strinska
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Stefan Nikolaev
L’UOMO vogue 

June 2007, N° 381 
By Fabrice Paineau
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Stefan Nikolaev
Le Monde

October 30, 2004, 
By Philippe Dagen
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Stefan Nikolaev 
Flash Art 

July - September 2006, N° 249, Page 98
By Sonia Campagnola
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