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Born in Turin, 1942. In 1965 he first realized his famous 
nature Carpets (tappeti natura) works made of 
polyurethane that he’s gonna expose at the gallery Sperone 
(Turin) in 1966, then in 1967 at the gallery Sonnabend 
(Paris) and at the gallery Fischbach (New York).

From 1968, he stop producing artworks by engaging 
in the path of art criticism and becoming the 
correspondent for the magazine Flash Art. Traveling 
in Europe and the United States, he has introduced  
in Italy the works of Richard Long, Eva Hesse, Jan 
Dibbets, Bruce Nauman, and collaborates in the 
realization of two international exhibitions: When 
Attitudes Become Form (Bern, 1969) and Op Losse 
Schroeven (Amsterdam, 1969) who show the artistic 
stakes of the moment (Arte Povera, Land Art, 
Antiform Art).

In 1969, he began to take part in a long  activist  and 
transcultural experience which aims at the theoretical 
analysis and the conjunction «Arte Vita» (Art Life). 
As a political activist and leader of the young culture, 
he leads various collective creativity experiences in 
urban and «global» peripheries, such as in Nicaragua 
and Indian reserves in the United States, as well as 
in Africa. He went back to his artistic activity during 
the 80’s performing interactive installations that 
talk about our relationship to nature and the world, 
by offering the visitor the opportunity to be part of 
the work. These proposals seek, among other things, 
to raise awareness on ecological issues by grasping 
the contribution of technology and science to the  art 
world; in 1988, he co-founded with Piotr Kowalski and 
Claude Faure the association Ars Tecnica in Paris. 

From 2003, he promotes the project of the Living 
Art Park of the City of Turin where summarize all his 
experiences related to the dialectic Nature-Culture.
In 2012, his works are exhibited in a major traveling 
exhibition (Castello di Rivoli, Turin ; Van Abbe 
Museum, Eindhoven ; Nottingham Contemporary Art, 
Nottingham). 

In 2017, the MAXXI in Rome, dedicates him a 
retrospective «Piero Gilardi. Nature Forever» which 
shows the different aspects of his work.

Presentation

Né à Turin en 1942. A partir de 1965, il réalise ses tapis 
nature (tappeti natura) en mousse polyuréthane qu’il 
expose à la galerie Sperone (Turin) en 1966 puis en 
1967 à la galerie Sonnabend (Paris) et à la galerie 
Fischbach (New York).

A partir de 1968, il interrompt la production d’œuvres 
en s’engageant dans la voie de la critique d’art et 
en devenant le correspondant de la revue Flash 
Art. Circulant en Europe et aux États-Unis, il fait 
connaître en Italie les travaux de Richard Long, Eva 
Hesse, Jan Dibbets, Bruce Nauman, et collabore à 
la réalisation de deux expositions internationales : 
When Attitudes Become Form (Bern, 1969) et Op 
Losse Schroeven (Amsterdam, 1969) qui montrent 
les enjeux artistiques du moment (Arte Povera, Land 
Art, Antiform Art).

En 1969, commence une longue expérience activiste 
et transculturelle qui vise à l’analyse théorique et à la 
conjonction “Arte Vita” (Art Vie). En tant que militant 
politique et animateur de la jeune culture, il mène 
différentes expériences de créativité collective dans les 
périphéries urbaines et «mondiales» au Nicaragua et 
dans les réserves indiennes des États-Unis, ainsi qu’en 
Afrique. Il reprend son activité artistique au cours des 
années 80 réalisant des installations interactives qui 
parlent de notre rapport à la nature et au monde en offrant 
au visiteur la possibilité d’être partie prenante de l’œuvre. 
Ces propositions cherchent notamment à faire prendre 
conscience des enjeux écologiques en se saisissant 
de l’apport de la technologie et de la science dans le 
monde de l’art ; avec Piotr Kowalski et Claude Faure, il est 
cofondateur de l’association Ars Tecnica à Paris en 1988. 

A partir du 2003, il promeut le projet du Parc d’art 
vivant de la Ville de Turin où se résument toutes ses 
expériences relatives à la dialectique Nature-Culture.
En 2012, son travail est exposé lors d’une grande 
exposition itinérante (Castello di Rivoli, Turin ; Van 
Abbe Museum, Eindhoven ; Nottingham Contemporary 
Art, Nottingham).

En 2017, le MAXXI à Rome, lui consacre une 
rétrospective « Piero Gilardi. Nature Forever » qui 
montre les différents aspects de son œuvre.
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Robert Heald, Piero Gilardi & Joshua Petherick - Pastorale, Wellington, UK, 2019
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Biodiveristà, 2019
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
50 x 70 x 20 cm (19.69 x 27.56 x 7.87 in.)
unique artwork
GILA19002
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Biodiveristà, 2019
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
50 x 100 cm (19.69 x 39.37 in.)
unique artwork
GILA19022
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Frankfurt am Main, Biopolitics, Berlin, Germany, 2018
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Maschera di Agnelli collaudatore, 1986
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
50 x 50 x 60 cm (19.69 x 19.69 x 23.62 in.)
unique artwork 
GILA19024
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Conchiglia e spugna, 2019 
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
50 x 70 x 20 cm (19.69 x 27.56 x 7.87 in.)
unique artwork
GILA19003
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Amarilli, 2019
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
40 x 40 x 15 cm (15.75 x 15.75 x 5.91 in.)
unique artwork
GILA19004
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Sorbo e pere nella neve, 2019

polyurethane foam

mousse polyurethanique

40 x 40 x 15 cm ( 15.75 x 15.75 x 5.91 in.)

unique artwork

GILA19005
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Cappero sulla spiaggia, 2018
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
100 x 50 cm ( 39.37 x 19.69 in.)
unique artwork 
GILA19023
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Biennale di Anren, view of Wordl Wide Protest, China, 2018
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MAXXI - Museo nazionale delle arti del XXI secolo, Nature forever, Rome, Italy, 2017
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MAXXI - Museo nazionale delle arti del XXI secolo, Nature forever, Rome, Italy, 2017
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IGLOO, 1967
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
200 x 200 x 130 cm  (78.74 x 78.74 x 51.18 in.)
unique artwork 
GILA19006
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Ceppo di banano e cedri, 2018
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
70 x 70 x 20 cm (27.56 x 27.56 x 7.87 in.)
unique artwork 
GILA19001
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Palma caduta e banano, 2018
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
70 x 45 x 15 cm (27.56 x 17.72 x 5.91 in.)
unique artwork 
GILA19020
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Neve in scioglimento, 2018
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
150 x 150 cm (59.06 x 59.06 in.)
unique artwork
GILA19021 
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Mostra Decorum, view of Tappeto Natura Angurie (1967), Shanghai, China, 2014
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Guido Costa Projects, Piero Gilardi - Mezzo secolo di ecologia della mente, Torino, Italy, 2014
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Nottingham Contemporary, Collaborative Effects, Nottingham, UK, 2013
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Nottingham Contemporary, Collaborative Effects, Nottingham, UK, 2013
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Vestito-Natura Anguria, 1967
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
180 x 70 cm (70.87 x 27.56 in.)
unique artwork
GILA19009
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Van Abbemuseum, Collaborative effects 1963 - 1995, Eindhoven, The Netherlands, 2012
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Van Abbemuseum, Collaborative effects 1963 - 1995, Eindhoven, The 
Netherlands, 2012
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 Castello di Rivoli - Museo d’Arte Contemporanea, Piero 
Gilardi. Collaborative Effects 1963-1985, Torino, Italy, 2012
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CCCOD - Centre de Création Contemporaine Olivier Debré, Leçon de Choses, Tours, France, 2010
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CCCOD - Centre de Création Contemporaine Olivier Debré, Leçon de Choses, Tours, France, 2010
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Aigues Tortes, 2007
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
70 x 420 cm (27.56 x 165.35 in.)
unique artwork 
GILA19014
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Tiktaalik, interactive installation, 2010, Collezione 
Fondazione Gilardi
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O.M.G. Free, 2014
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
200 x 60 cm (78.74 x 23.62 in.) 
unique artwork 
GILA19018
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View of Work shop O.G.M. FREE, Milano, Italy, 2014
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Tronco spiaggiato, 2016
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
180 x 180 cm ( 70.87 x 70.87 in.)
unique artwork
GILA19011
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Installation view of Visibile-Invisibile, Enzesfeld-Lindabrunn, Austria, 2008



PIERO GILARDI
BIOGRAPHY  EXHIBITIONS / ARTWORKS   PUBLICATIONS   PRESS    

MICHEL REIN PARIS/BRUSSELS

Greto di montagna, 1967
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
50 x 50 cm (19.69 x 19.69 in.)
unique artwork 
GILA19007
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Greto di torrente, 1967
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
150 x 150 x 18 cm (59.06 x 59.06 x 7.09 in.)
unique artwork
GILA19008
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Tronco sedile, 1966
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
60 x 10 cm (23.62 x 3.94 in.)
unique artwork 
GILA19012
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Mais sull’aia, 1967
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
70 x 70 cm ( 27.56 x 27.56 in.)
unique artwork 
GILA19010
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Zuccaia, 1966
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
50 x 65 cm (19.69 x 25.59 in.)
unique artwork 
GILA19013
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Le Donne di Siano, 1980
serigraphy
sérigraphie
70 x 50 cm ( 27.56 x 19.69 in.)
unique artwork
GILA19019
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NO ALLA REPRESSIONE, 1969
serigraphy
sérigraphie
70 x 50 cm (27.56 x 19.69 in.) 
unique artwork
GILA19017
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Kossiga-Dracula, 1991
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
80 x 50 cm (31.5  x 19.69 in.)
unique artwork 
GILA19016 
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RENZI BIFRONTE, 2014
polyurethane foam
mousse polyurethanique
60 x 50 cm (23.62 x 19.69 in.)
unique artwork 
GILA19025
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Biennale de Lyon, installation view of Inverosimile (1990), Lyon, France, 2003
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45th Biennale de Venice, Italy, 1993
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Galleria Sperone, view of Inverosimile installation, New York, USA, 1991
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Musée des Arts Décoratifs, view of Banano danzante, arbre electronique, Paris, France, 1989
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Demonstration of the «Teatro politico di strada» against the G8 Summit in Venice, Italy, 1988
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Ninfee, Cité des Sciences et de l’Industrie de La Vilette, Paris, France, 1988
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Performance during a demonstration against nuclear power, Caorso, Italy, 1987
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Galleria EVA Menzio, view of HE HAL installation, Turin, Italy, 1987
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Galerie Michael Sonnabend, Paris, France, 1967
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Performance posters at the PIPER CLUB Turin, Italy, 1967
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Gilardi at work, Galleria Sperone, 1966
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Ettore Sottsass Junior with Piero Gilardi
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PUBLICATIONS
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Piero Gilardi. La tempesta perfetta, 2018
Texts by Piero Gilardi
ed. Prearo
208 pages
Italian
ISBN : 9788873481355
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Piero Gilardi. Nature forever, 2017
Texts by Hou Hanru, Bartolomeo Pietromarchi, Valérie Da Costa, Marco Scotini & Piero Gilardi
ed. Quodlibet
224 pages
Italian/English
ISBN : 9788822900753
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Piero Gilardi. La mia biopolitica, 2016
Texts by Piero Gilardi
ed. Prearo
344 pages
Italian
ISBN : 978-8873481102
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Piero Gilardi, 2012
Texts by Andrea Bellini & Charles Eschei
JRP|Editions
192 pages
Italian/English/French
ISBN : 978-3-03764-242-9
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Piero Gilardi - Not for sale, 2003
Texts by Piero Gilardi
ed. les presses du réel
224 pages
French
ISBN : 978-2-84066-079
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Piero Gilardi
Collezione da Tiffany

June 2019
 by Benedetta Bodo di Albaretto
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Piero Gilardi
Artribune

April 2017
 by Lorenzo Taiuti
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Piero Gilardi
Artribune
July 2015

 by Davide Dal Sasso
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Piero Gilardi
Zerodeux

June 2010
by Benedicte Ramade
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Piero Gilardi
Art press

June 2010
By Eric Verhagen
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Piero Gilardi
Zérodeux

2010
By Antoine Marchand
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Piero Gilardi
Art in America

June/July 2010
By David Ebony
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Piero Gilardi
Particules

October-December 2009
by Stephane Correard & Timothee Chaillou 
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Piero Gilardi
Le Monde

October, 2009
By Emmanuelle Lequeux
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Piero Gilardi
Sperone Westwater 

1991
by Dan Cameron
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Piero Gilardi
Art Forum

Summer 1989
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Piero Gilardi
Cat. Musée des Arts Décoratifs

1989
by Pierre Restany
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Piero Gilardi
Technological Arcadia su Art & Artist

February 1968
by Henry Martin
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